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for its response to the audit findings 
and send a copy to the Federal/State 
joint audit team. The independent 
auditor may request additional time to 
perform additional audit work as rec-
ommended by the Federal/State joint 
audit team. 

(b) Within 30 days after receiving the 
audit report, the Bell operating com-
pany will respond to the audit findings 
and send a copy of its response to the 
Federal/State joint audit team. The 
Bell operating company’s response 
shall be included as part of the final 
audit report along with any reply that 
the independent auditor wishes to 
make to the response. 

(c) Within 10 days after receiving the 
response of the Bell operating com-
pany, the independent auditor shall 
make available for public inspection 
the final audit report by filing it with 
the Commission and the state regu-
latory agencies participating on the 
joint audit team. 

(d) Interested parties may file com-
ments with the Commission within 60 
days after the audit report is made 
available for public inspection. 

[62 FR 2927, Jan. 21, 1997]

Subpart D—Manufacturing by Bell 
Operating Companies

§ 53.301 [Reserved]

Subpart E—Electronic Publishing 
by Bell Operating Companies

§ 53.401 [Reserved]

Subpart F—Alarm Monitoring 
Services

§ 53.501 [Reserved]

PART 54—UNIVERSAL SERVICE

Subpart A—General Information

Sec.
54.1 Basis and purpose. 
54.5 Terms and definitions. 
54.7 Intended use of federal universal serv-

ice support.

Subpart B—Services Designated for 
Support

54.101 Supported services for rural, insular 
and high cost areas.

Subpart C—Carriers Eligible for Universal 
Service Support

54.201 Definition of eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers, generally. 

54.203 Designation of eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers for unserved areas. 

54.205 Relinquishment of universal service. 
54.207 Service areas.

Subpart D—Universal Service Support for 
High Cost Areas

54.301 Local switching support. 
54.303 Long term support. 
54.305 Sale or transfer of exchanges. 
54.307 Support to a competitive eligible 

telecommunications carrier. 
54.309 Calculation and distribution of for-

ward-looking support for non-rural car-
riers. 

54.311 Interim hold-harmless support for 
non-rural carriers. 

54.313 State certification of support for non-
rural carriers. 

54.314 State certification of support for 
rural carriers. 

54.315 Disaggregation and targeting of high-
cost support.

Subpart E—Universal Service Support for 
Low Income Consumers

54.400 Terms and definitions. 
54.401 Lifeline defined. 
54.403 Lifeline support amount. 
54.405 Carrier obligation to offer Lifeline. 
54.407 Reimbursement for offering Lifeline. 
54.409 Consumer qualification for Lifeline. 
54.411 Link Up program defined. 
54.413 Reimbursement for revenue forgone 

in offering a Link Up program. 
54.415 Consumer qualification for Link Up.

Subpart F—Universal Service Support for 
Schools and Libraries

54.500 Terms and definitions. 
54.501 Eligibility for services provided by 

telecommunications carriers. 
54.502 Supported telecommunications serv-

ices. 
54.503 Other supported special services. 
54.504 Requests for services. 
54.505 Discounts. 
54.506 Internal connections. 
54.507 Cap. 
54.509 Adjustments to the discount matrix. 
54.511 Ordering services. 
54.513 Resale. 
54.514 Payment for discounted service. 
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